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A Note From STEVE ROGERS

It's that time again, the start of
a new year. I'd like to thank you
for taking the time to read our
newsletter. Without your support of
Anchor Plastics, Inc. this newsletter
wouldn't be possible. Thank you!

A lot has been happening in the first
quarter here at Anchor. We closed
up 12% over last year’s sales. We
couldnt be happier with these
numbers, especially given today’s
current economic status.

In 2011 we had nine months of
above-average expected sales in
production and over $400,000
in new tooling projects. It was a
great year with another great one
projected; we are expecting 25%
growth in 2012.

I am happy to say that we have
a strong future with a lot more
opportunities coming. We are
looking to add another one or two

additional presses and also have
plans to add personnel to Anchor
Plastics, specifically in production
and in engineering. We are also
supporting local colleges by hiring
a few interns to help implement
some long-standing projects, such
as a computerized maintenance
program.

As for the future, while we did
see a fourth quarter reduction in
orders for production, we also saw
a major uptick in tooling orders and
more research and developmental
projects in the first quarter.

The additional tooling orders will
mean production will increase, but
not to worry! Anchor is fully staffed
and has the capacity to meet all
deliveries on time when our current
production projects ramp back up.

As for material prices, we don't
see much happening and we are

noticing that the manufacturers
are opening up more capacity to
handle the potential increase in
demand. Tooling prices from the US
are getting more affordable and off-
shore tooling seems to be holding
stable. Overall it seems like things
are getting better all around.

Again, I would like to thank all
of our customers, suppliers,
employees and friends of Anchor
Plastics, Inc. ~ Without all of you
none of our successes would be

possible.

Steve Rogers
President
Anchor Plastics
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Birthdays

| April 4th LaRae Rogers
April 26th Bobby Lopez
May 11th Chad Martens
May 22nd Derek House

Anniversaries

April 16th Marie Borgen
3 Years

May 2nd Bobby Lopez
6 Years

May 11th Steve Rogers
14 Years

June 23rd Tony Boire
4 Years

CAD Privep ror Puastic Parts DEsiGN

Two leading CAD vendors have
augmented their  portfolios  with
offerings aimed at easing the design
and manufacturing of injection molded
parts.

As part of the 2013 refresh of its digital
prototyping suite, Autodesk bolstered
the capabilities of Moldflow, its injection
molding simulation offering directed
at plastics design. The company also
added a new module intended to deliver
real-time feedback on the impact of
design decisions on manufacturability,
cost, and sustainability.

SolidWorks stepped up to the plate
with its first tool specifically targeted at
plastics applications. SolidWorks Plastics
runs inside the CAD tool and is based on
technology from SIMPOE SAS, a partner
specializing in plastics injection molding
simulation software.

Bob Williams, Autodesk’s solution
marketing manager for simulation,
told us that it is critical for the digital
prototyping suite to address the more
widespread use of plastic parts in
designs, along with the increased
sophistication  of materials  and
manufacturing processes. For instance,
as the drive toward lighter vehicles in
the automotive sector translates into
the substitution of plastic parts for metal
ones, stronger, more durable plastic
parts must be produced.

To that end, Autodesk Simulation
Moldflow now offers enhanced long
fiber and crystallization behavior
capabilities to help users understand
and predict how the injection molding
process affects materials. Williams
said this simulation capability helps
develop a stronger component without
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Tue PLASTIC PIECE Guessing Game
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VENTURING INTO THE SOLAR |NDUSTRY

Anchor Plastics has been awarded
a contract with a major connector
company that will build components
for a large solar capturing field in the
western parts of the United States.

Solar energy has been around for a
while, but has become even more
popular with the “green movement
in the last 5-10 years. People have

"

been using the sun for drying clothes
and food for thousands of vyears,
but only recently have we been
able to use it for generating power.

Even though the sun is 93 million miles
away, the tiniest fraction of the Sun’s
energy that hits the Earth (around a
hundredth of a millionth of a percent)
is enough to meet all our power needs

... CAD Primed for Plastic Parts Design continued ...
significantly increasing its weight.

The other Autodesk plastics-related
enhancement is the commercial release
of Project Krypton, a simulation capability
that plugs into CAD software to serve
up real-time feedback on part design,
including how design changes affect
manufacturability, cost, and sustainability.

SolidWorks" entry into this space is
SolidWorks Plastics, a module that
runs within the SolidWorks CAD tool,
so engineers and mold makers can
operate within a familiar environment
to optimize plastic molds and parts for
manufacturability.

Source: Beth Stackpole, DesignNews.com

many times over. In fact,
every minute, enough energy
{ arrives at the Earth to meet
our demands for a whole year
* - if we harness it properly.

Solar fields use Solar Cells
(also called ™“photovoltaic”,
“PV” or “photoelectric” cells)
that convert light directly
into electricity. They were

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Anchor Plastics, Inc. is pleased to
spotlight Nathan Beaudry as a
Mold Technician.

Nathan came to Anchor in January
2011 after graduating from the
University of St. Thomas with a
B.S. in Mechanical Engineering. He
overcame the rigorous Mold Tech
Training Program to become a full
member of the Anchor team.

Manufacturing has been an
interest of his since the time of his
childhood when he’d watch Mister
Rogers’ picture-picture segment
on TV. There was something about
the development of raw material
into product that fascinated him.
Little did he know he'd actually

originally developed in order to provide
electricity for satellites, but these days
many of us own calculators powered
by solar cells. The solar fields line up
hundreds or thousands of solar panels
to capture the sun’s ray and generate
them into mass amounts of electricity.

People are also increasingly installing
PV panels on their roofs. This costs
thousands of dollars, but if you have a
south-facing roof it can help with your
electricity bills quite a bit. You may
also qualify for Federal Tax Credits for
Energy Efficiency, to help with the cost.

Anchor Plastics is looking forward to their
partnership with the connector company
to help make these solar capturing
fields a possibility, providing waste and
pollution-free options for electricity.
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end up working
for Mr. Rogers in
the future.

Although the job

can sometimes be stressful, he takes
it in stride and works diligently to
overcome any obstacles encountered.
Nate is glad to work with such great
people that share the common goals
of customer satisfaction and work
place improvement.

A self proclaimed “nerd,” Nate loves
Star Trek and philosophy in addition
to manufacturing. Assuming the
Mayans were incorrect about the
coming year, he's excited to see
where life takes him.
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AncHOR PurasTics, INc.

8105 Lewis Road
Minneapolis, MN 55427

Phone: 763.546.2401
E-mail: sales@anchor-plastics.com

http://www.anchor-plastics.com

PLasTic ELECTRONICS: A Neat SoLuTioN

The sense of touch is something we take for
granted. Reaching out for an object in the
darkness, we are able to tell in a split second
what we're touching and how to respond.

Artificial skin with the ability to- process
information — such as texture and temperature
— has long been the holy grail of researchers
working on the next generation of electronics.
This possibility is now within our grasp as the
result of recent research into the exciting field
of plastic electronics.

Initially discovered in the late 1970s, plastic
electronics is an expanding technology that
is bringing forth the possibility of a myriad of
products. Rather than relying on conventional,
rigid and brittle silicon chips to process
information, plastic technology relies on novel
organic materials which can be printed, just
as colored inks can be printed on paper.

Plastic electronic circuits have the potential
to be printed in a small laboratory containing
one or two printing tools, whereas state-of-
the-art microchip factories are about the size
of three football fields and require purpose-
built facilities.

However, the full commercial potential of

plastic electronic circuits has been hindered
by their lower speed and by the requirement
of high supply voltage (of the order of 100 V),
which meant that they were unable to compete
with conventional silicon-based electronics
especially in off-the-grid applications, which
are the most attractive for this technology.

Forty years after the introduction of
microchips which have revolutionized our life
with consumer products such as computers,
mobile phones and TVs, it’s hard to remember
a world without them. Will this new generation
of plastic electronics replace the technologies
used in the day-to-day products that we have
come to rely on?

Experts say the new technology has broad
applications in areas such as display
technology and ubiquitous sensor networks.
It is not likely to replace silicon chips in
computational-hungry applications such as
PCs, but it has the potential to open up a
whole new range of exciting applications of
plastic electronics which will be cheaper and
easier to manufacture, flexible and easy to
customize.

Source: University of Cambridge & physorg.com

. with featured chef: Sue Rogers

Recipe For:

Tngredients

|
| 4 cups cooked wild rice

| 14 _cup dried blueberries
il/u Cup Crauisins
|

[.L/i,,gup._etizg maple _syrup_ XS
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Manhnomin Po:—ridge

" Directions:
T a heavy non-stick saut pan,
add the cooked wild rice, heavy
cream and maple syrup, and

warm through.

| 122 cup rogsted, cracked
e BAZEIOULS e
|_Cup heavy Cream

2. Add +he blueberries, Craisins and
__hazelnuts, and stir +o mix_well.

warm heavy cream and maple
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2. Serve in & bowl with sides of ?
|
|

syrup.
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