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A Note From STEVE ROGERS

Hello from all of us at Anchor Plastics!
It has been an exciting first half of the
year and we continue to experience
record sales.

A major contributing factor of this is
our new projects that have reached
production stage. We have also greatly
improved efficiency by reinvesting in
new equipment. However, the biggest
factor we see is that all of the markets
we work with are also up in sales.
Hopefully this trend will continue.

In this issue I wanted to focus on
tooling and all of the options that are
available. While there are a million ways
to make tooling from prototyping to
SLA’s, to offshore and domestic mold
suppliers, Anchor has always helped
our customers meet and exceed their
needs by helping to understand what is
required and finding the best solution
for them.

After being in this business for several
years and hearing about the in’sand out’s
of my father's 40+ years experience,
there are a few rules in tooling that
keep resurfacing continuously that I
would like to share with you.

Rule #1: “You get what you pay for.” If
you go cheap in tooling, you will pay for
it later.

Rule #2:“Your part is not the Mona Lisa.”
We often will propose different concepts
of the same design and usually more
cost effective. It is always important to
at least consider suggestions.

Rule #3: Make sure that if you buy MUD
sets or inserts that they are standard
sizes. In case you find yourself not
getting along with a molder, (hopefully
not us) you have better options to move
forward to a different or better fit for
your needs.

Rule #4: If dealing with off-shore
suppliers, work with people that have
experience or had molds built by the
supplier. You never want to be the
$20,000 guinea pig.

Rule #5: Mold maintenance is important.
Make sure you keep up with it. At Anchor
we have a lot of tools that are over 20
years old. In today’s standards that is
unheard of. When Anchor builds a tool,
we often will give you a 5 year warranty.
This means our customers don't pay a

dime on maintenance for 5 years. If we
break it we pay for it.

However once the 5 years is done, it
is important to replace worn items. A
.0005" mismatch on the parting line can
cause flash which could cause a product
failure. A tool is like a vehicle, if you
maintain it, it will last for a long time.
If you neglect it, you are waiting for a
problem.

I hope you enjoy the 2011 second
edition of our newsletter. Please feel free
to contact us if you have any questions
about the articles or have any needs.

Thanks again
for you support
and continued
business and
have a great
and safe
summer.

Steve Rogers
President
Anchor Plastics

HDAYS AND
IVERSARIES

July

17th - Ruth Fischbach’s
5 Year Anniversary

August

18th - Carly Sparpana’s Birthday
23rd - Tim Sundell’s

1 Year Anniversary
26th - Marie Borgen’s Birthday
29th - Tim Sundell’s Birthday

September

10th - Steve Rogers’ Birthday
19th - Tony Boire’s Birthday
28th - Kourtney Oak’s Birthday
29th - Derek House's

1 Year Anniversary

BPA StiLL OutPERFORMS ALTERNATES

Bisphenol A (BPA) is a versatile and
valuable chemical building block that
makers of high-performance plastics
don’t want to give up. But BPA is under
intense scientific scrutiny for being an
endocrine disrupter, and consumers
are pressuring companies to find
alternatives. However, chemists are
struggling to find alternatives that match
bisphenol A’s cost and performance.

“In terms of viable alternatives, there
have certainly been attempts to
displace BPA-based plastics such as
polycarbonate and epoxy resins, but
until recently, none were successful,”
says polymeric materials chemist
Daniel F. Schmidt of the University of
Massachusetts, Lowell.

As Schmidt notes, chemists have been
active in seeking out BPA substitutes,

especially for food and drink packaging
applications, starting with compounds
that are easy substitutes. One idea has
been to turn to chemicals that already
have Food & Drug Administration
approval for food-contact uses and are
considered safe.

Products made from such FDA-approved
components generally do not need to
undergo any additional safety testing
in the U.S., at least for now. Congress,
however, may address this gap in U.S.
environmental regulations if it makes
revisions to the Toxic Substances
Control Act.

Some examples of compounds that are
approved for food-contact uses include
isosorbide and isoidide, which are
bicyclic sugars derived from sorbitol.
These compounds are used as diuretics,
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Who Said It?

"I saw these plastic horses
- we'll have them instead
of chairs. People will climb
in the saddle to sit.”

“"Hello? Foiled by a piece
of plastic covered in
light buttons. Lights and
buttons and plastic and
nothing else. Foiled I tell
you.”

“Being with the Plastics
was like being famous...
people looked at you all
the time and everybody
just knew stuff about you.”
“Tuesday night’s plastic
corrosion awareness
meeting was, I think, a big
success. We'd like to thank
Mr. Spell for putting that
on for us, thank you Mr.
Spell.

i o

Cady Heron, Mean Girls
Angelina Jolie

Woody, Toy Story
Charlie Sheen
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Ir’s Finawy SPRING CLEANING Tive!

Minnesota’s “spring” came a little later than
expected this year, if not almost skipped
completely! This was also the case for
many other states as well. But now that the
weather has finally warmed up, that means
the big spring clean. But while you vacuum,
dust and de-clutter, make sure that your
home is in a decent state of repair.

Fixing the little problems now, many of
which may have been caused by the bad
weather, can save you a great deal of mon-
ey in the long run. Little problems around
the house left unchecked have a way of
turning into huge headaches. Here's a
spring home maintenance check-list to help
you make sure that your home is ready for
the summer months ahead.

Deck Maintenance! If your deck was
covered with snow for the last few months,
it probably needs a little TLC. A good power
wash is usually the best way to restore your
deck’s appearance. But also check to make
sure the winter months have not damaged
its structural integrity. If you have any
concerns after thoroughly inspecting your
deck, call a pro now instead of trying to
patch things up yourself, which often only
makes matters worse.

Check Your Gutters! When it was cold
and miserable outside, not cleaning your
gutters was understandable. However, that

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

means all those leaves that fell last fall are
still there, clogging your gutters and pre-
senting a potential problem. Now is the
time to get rid of the leaves and make sure
the gutters are still in good shape.

Schedule a Heating, Ventilating, and
Air Conditioning Checkup! With the
weather heating up, the time to schedule
a checkup for your HVAC system is now. If
you wait to discover that something is not
quite right, you may find yourself spending
more than a few days wilting in the heat
because your HVAC company is booked
solid.

Wash the Windows! Window cleaning
is one task that needs to be done every
spring. If ladders are not your thing, spend
the extra few dollars on a professional win-
dow washing company for tricky second
story windows.

Check All Your Summer Tools! Is your
lawn mower still working? Does the grill
still fire up? Is your patio furniture up to
another season in the sun?

Now is the best time to check all of these
things. Many stores have great deals now
on summer items and if you wait, you run
the risk of depleted inventories. Take care
of your house now to really enjoy the great
weather!

... BPA Still Outperforms Alternates continued ...

and nitrated versions are used to treat
angina. But as with other potential
alternatives for making polymers tough
and clear, they dont yet match BPA's
attributes.

“From the standpoint of plastics
engineering, it's material costs and
properties that matter, not simply

replacing one specific molecule with
another,” Schmidt points out.

Although extensive research continues
on one-for-one replacements for BPA
in polycarbonate and in epoxy resins,
indications are that the implementation
of most of those solutions is still years
away.

Anchor Plastics, Inc. is pleased
to spotlight Tony Boire as the
Engineering Manager.

Tenacity and creativity are two
good words to use when describing
Tony’s work ethic. As a self-
taught professional, Tony has a
strong skill-set in Engineering and
interpersonal proficiency.

Over the past 3 years Tony
acknowledges that his biggest
accomplishment  with  Anchor
Plastics is with a 2 pin plug project.
He was able to overcome and adapt
to many obstacles with this project
that has lasted a year.

Before working with Anchor Plastics

Tony served as
a Production
Manager for
a different
injection molding company. Prior to
that he also served as a Sales Manager
and Plant Manager in Louisiana for an
instrumentation valves company.

Tony enjoys using his technical
and interpersonal skill-set with his
customers. He aspires to continue
assisting Anchor Plastics in reaching its
goals and to be a valued contributing
member of its management.

As long as he is here to help reach
the company’s goals, this will all be
fulfilling for him.
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8105 Lewis Road
Minneapolis, MN 55427

Phone: 763.546.2401

E-mail: sales@anchor-plastics.com

http:/ /www.anchor-plastics.com

They say “laughter is the best medicine.” If this
is true, then the employees of Anchor Plastics
are healthier people after a night at New Hope
Cinema Grill with Louie Anderson.

Anchor Plastics acknowledges the hard work
and dedication of its employees on a regular
basis. Comedy Night at the New Hope Cinema
Grill on Saturday, 6/4/11, was the most recent
of those events.

Louie Anderson headlined the night with a few
other wonderful comedians. Louie Anderson is
one of the most versatile and
successful comedians working
in Hollywood today loved by
the television audiences who
never missed his nightly hit
series “Family Feud” or his
appearances on late night
chat shows. He is adored by
standing-room-only crowds
in Las Vegas and respected
by readers of his books. He is
worshiped by the rising comics
he mentors and encourages
with his honesty and wisdom.

Along with a meet-n-greet,

A Nieut Our With LouIiE ANDERSON

Anchor employees enjoyed some photo ops
with Louie Anderson and were able to educate
Louie on injection-molded plastic.

During the show, it was great to see a whole
crowd nod their heads in agreement with Louie
when talking about family and food and other
life challenges. Louie targeted one Anchor
employee, Nate, when talking about age-related
changes someone endures. For example, when
talking about the type of car one drives will
vary at each point in their life. Nate drives an
Oldsmobile and Louie poked fun that a 24 year
old drives a care his Grandpa does.

Another humorous moment was when Noah,
an employee of Anchor Plastics, had such a
boisterous laugh that Louie turned the spotlight
on him, which made Noah laugh even harder.

Towards the end of the act, Louie told stories
of his father aging, and mimicked some odd
sounds and noises that used to come from his
then 80-year old father.

With full bellies from good food, and sore
cheeks from laughing, the employees of Anchor
Plastics, Inc. left the comedy performance
revitalized.

with featured chef:

Recipe For:

Ingr&di&rws:

174 Cup vegetable oil
|_+bsp._Chili_powder
2 +sp_onion_powder
|2 #sp gorlic salt
[ I +sp sugar
| | +sp paprika
| 74 tsp salt

Spicy Potato u)edges

| I/4 - 172 +sp cayenne pepper
% 172 Ibs medium-large red

potatoes, cut into uoedges

Marie Borgen
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Directions:

1 dna large bowl, Combine +he First
¥ ingredienﬂ.

2. Add potatoes and +oss +o coat.

0002 i 0. single lover on

gremed baking sheets.

4. Bake a+ 4oo degrees for 20 - 35
minutes or until potatoes are
tender and ‘ﬂolden brown, +urning |

oncCe.
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